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February 2015: Call to Yearly Meeting 

Dear Friends in Utah, Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico—You are warmly 
invited to the 2015 Intermountain Yearly Meeting Annual Gathering at Ghost 
Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico.   

Early Days will be June 7-10 and Annual Sessions will be June 10-14.     

 

Theme for IMYM 2015: 

Practicing Spiritual Discernment:  
Where Does the Light Lead Us Now?  

At IMYM 2015, Friends of all ages will be able to engage in an experiential way 
about leadings of the Spirit and Quaker spiritual discernment practices.  Our 
Keynote speaker will be Diego Navarro of Pacific Yearly Meeting, along with 
young Friends who we hope will accompany him.  In his plenary session, Early 
Days, an Interest Group, and his meetings with our Young Friends, Diego will 
lead us in experiential exercises to explore what it means to turn our lives over 
to the Spirit, to live what Thomas Kelly calls a “God-intoxicated life,” linking 
our inner growth in the Spirit and our external witnessing. Seminars, interest 
groups, worship sharing queries, youth and art activities will take inspiration 
from these queries: 

• How do we as a community and as individuals discern the leadings of Spirit? 
• How	  do	  we	  get	  beyond	  “good	  works”	  to	  a	  deep	  sense	  of	  Spirit	  leading	  us?	  
• How	  do	  we	  share	  our	  discernment	  process	  with	  each	  other,	  with	  youth	  and	  newcomers,	  

and	  with	  the	  wider	  community?	  
• In	  what	  ways	  do	  we	  apply	  our	  Friendly	  tools	  of	  discernment	  in	  actual	  use?	  
• Where	  are	  we	  being	  led	  right	  now?	  (with	  openness	  to	  individual	  and	  community	  leadings)	  
• As	  Friends	  seek	  openings	  to	  Spirit-‐led	  action,	  individually	  and	  collectively,	  how	  do	  we	  

distinguish	  authentic	  leadings	  from	  the	  mis-‐leadings	  that	  can	  captivate	  us	  through	  such	  
inner	  experiences	  as	  self-‐righteous	  indignation,	  guilt,	  and	  egoistic	  enthusiasm?	  	  

	  



Published by Western Friend Online  (2015). 2 

Through the various activities at Ghost Ranch, Friends will share their 
personal experiences of being led by Spirit, draw instruction and inspiration 
from the experience of early and contemporary Friends, and learn to practice 
specific spiritual discernment tools. Our attention will be on both individual 
and collective discernment processes, and how they interact, complement, and 
strengthen each other. We will see how Spirit-led action emerges from leadings 
and discernment processes, and how these processes continually nurture and 
guide Friends as they carry out their Spirit-led work in the world.   

Youth programming will continue as in previous years.  Junior and Senior 
Young Friends are designing group activities that deepen their Quaker 
experience—“fun in a Quakerly way,” along with use of Quaker process.  Lively 
intergenerational activities will bring us together through out the gathering.   

Early Days are planned for with relaxation and down time in the afternoon.  Art 
themed activities will take place.  Singing, dancing and creativity nights are 
part of the week’s plans.  On Friday night come experience the most amazing 
IMYM Quaker contra-dance band.  

Welcome to all who can come for any or all of 2015 Annual Gathering.    

Sara Keeney, Clerk 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
	  

Biographical information on Keynote Speaker for 2015:  Diego Navarro 

Diego Navarro grew up in Claremont Friends Meeting and is currently a 
member of Santa Cruz Friends Meeting—both part of Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
His own experiences with Quaker youth programming have deeply influenced 
his life path.  He has developed and conducted a five-session FGC Gathering 
workshop on leadings, drawing in part from his personal experience with 
following leadings.  He has recently held workshop at the Ben Lomond Center 
“Leadings and Holy Obedience,” and has led workshops for Young Adult 
Friends at Pacific Yearly Meeting for the past two years. Diego has co-facilitated 
Quaker Center’s Seed and Soil program. Diego teaches at Cabrillo College and 
for 12 years has been following a leading where he developed a transformative 
program for community college students that is being replicated nationwide. He 
teaches students, faculty, and administrators through an experiential 
education model. 
 
Friends are referred to two articles that Diego has written for Western Friend, 
posted on the IMYM website under IMYM 2015 Gathering: 

“University Halls, Not Prison Walls,” June 2012 
“Rekindling the Fire,” April 2013 


